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Sports Tips for Playing Japanese Schools
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· Players, parents and others visiting local schools in Okinawa for athletic contests that are held in a gym should bring an extra pair of shoes or slippers because no street shoes are allowed.  If you come unprepared, you will have to have bare feet or socks. Some schools allow streets shoes only when they have outdoor access to the upper stands. At all entrances there is place for taking off shoes.  You can store them there or you can carry them inside.

· Keep in mind that school may still be in session when you arrive.

· Other activities/practices will most likely be happening simultaneously in the gym/area that you are participating.


· As players enter the gym they should bow either individually or as a team and give the appropriate greeting of Konnichiwa or Konbanwa (depending on the time of day). Greet all adults at the game with the proper greeting for that time of day. 


· Prior to the game starting, both teams starting members stand on their side of the court and bow as the Officials blow the whistle to signal the start of the game. The same is done at the completion of the contest. All players on both benches stand until the whistle is blown.  At this time, all players move to the front of the opponent’s bench and greet the coach and he may give some type of feedback from the game played. 


· Thank the Officials for calling the game…even if it was bad!!! 


· Make sure we clean our areas as the game is played. The bench areas tend to get a bit messy with water bottles, trash and towels. 

· You may want to have a stash of toilet paper…just in case the school you’re visiting doesn’t.

· Be prepared to graciously accept any officials offered at the host school.  It may be students from another squad. 


