AVID – Advancement Via Individual Determinations

Program Description

Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID)is a special support program designed to prepare under-represented high school and middle school students, who have potential for college success, to meet the requirements for admission to four year colleges and universities. 

AVID is a regularly scheduled elective class designed to help students be successful in challenging academic classes, such as advanced English, Math, History, Science, and Foreign Languages. Students in an AVID class are taught study skills, including Cornell note taking, test taking strategies, and time management. Tutors also serve on the AVID Team, along with the teacher.

Students also develop their writing and research skills; they learn to think on their feet through class discussions and debate; and they participate in thought- provoking Socratic Seminars. Additionally, they learn about colleges and universities (especially the application and financial aid processes) and prepare for college admission tests such as the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT), or the American College Test (ACT). Students take study trips to various cultural and educational events. 

AVID creates a subculture in which academic achievement is an acceptable goal and provides access to a rigorous curriculum, in preparation for college.

Candidates are selected based on the following:
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Teacher referrals
Interviews
[image: image2]Average or above average TerraNova scores
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Four schools here on Okinawa have AVID programs: Kadena Middle School, Lester Middle, Kadena High School, and Kubasaki High School

